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Executive Summary 
 
 
 

 
 The Task Force has agreed upon preliminary recommendations 
regarding policies and their implementation for recreation and education 
programs, activities and services in the JDSF. The complete recommendations 
can be reviewed on the pages that follow.  
 
 The members of the Task Force provide these recommendations to the 
JAG so that they may be included in the JAGÕs report to the appropriate 
decision makers who have oversight and management responsibility over the 
Jackson State Demonstration Forest. These recommendations have been 
developed based upon the experience of the Task Force members both as users 
(some of whom have used the forest for 20 years or more) of the JDSFand as 
partici pants on the JAG Recreation Committee, review of the Recreation 
Master Plan dated August 1990 and other relevant documents that have been 
produced over the years. 
 
 
Resources 

! Dedicated funding shall be provided for recreational and educational 
projects, maintenance and program.  

! Establish a private, non-profit organization, e.g., FJF to generate funds and 
provide support for the educational and recreational uses of the forest. 

! Designate an experienced, enthusiastic staff member responsible for 
education and recreation in the JDSF. 

 
Promotion 

! Update maps of JDSF identifying trail types, trail lengths, camping and 
shooting areas. 

! Promote JDSF as a destination for the full range of recreational and 
educational activities available including horseback riding, mo untain bike 
riding, hiking, shooting, birding, mushrooming and firewood collection.  

! Establish a vibrant, interactive, visitor -friendly online presence for the 
JDSF dedicated to recreational and educational uses of the forest.  

! Ensure that information about  available resources, recreation, activities, 
events and educational opportunities is located in areas where the general 
public can readily access them. 

! Provide a physical location for visitors to the forest to learn about what is 
available. 

! Provide an area for demonstrating the use of forest materials by Native 
Americans and early settlers to visitors. 
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! The public should be made aware of educational opportunities in the forest. 
! Develop and promote interesting programs to attract visitors to Mendocino 

County  & the JDSF. 
 
Access 
! Forest roads built and maintained with recreation users needs addressed. 
! JDSF should support, including pursuing legal action, trail right of ways 

through private property used by the public to access to the Forest for 
recreation. Funding should be provided to maintain and increase 
recreational right -of-ways through private property to JDSF. 

! Decommissioned roads left with a usable trail tread. 
! Improve parking access and designate existing camping and parking areas 

by intended use, e.g., horseback riders, other campers and recreational 
users. 

! Trailheads should have clear maps of the trail system.  
! A description of all trails in system including length, elevation gain, 

difficulty, points of interest, horse watering spots, and trail educat e should 
also be posted at trailheads.  

! Trail junctions should have clear signs that include trail name, length and 
difficulty.  

! A fastest way back to the trailhead sign should also be paced at junctions. 
! Reservation and permit fee policies and procedures need to be fully 

reviewed and revised to improve access to the JDSF for recreation and 
education. 

 
Maintain Existing Structures, Trails and Facilities 
! Maintain and improve the three demonstration trails both for recreational 

and educational use. 
! Install ed ucational signs at appropriate points along the demonstration 

trails and historical sites.  
! Replace missing trail signs and repair existing ones. 
! Restore the Little Red Schoolhouse. 
! JDSF should check trails for vegetation and erosion problems every spring 

and fall. Bridges and other structures should be checked yearly and repaired 
or replaced as necessary. 

 
Trail Building 
! Develop a current inventory of trails, building upon the work completed in 

2008, with an assessment of their suitability for specific type s of trail use 
and recommendations for modification, relocation and expansion.  

! Establish guideli nes for trail development . 
! Develop a one, two and three-year plan for trail building and maintenance. 

Designate the appropriate use of each of the proposed trail types, e.g., 
multiuse, hiking or bicycling only, ADA, etc.  

! Describe the preferred and acceptable methods of building trails by type 
and designated usage. 
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!  Project the level of effort and costs for the one-, two- and three-year trail 
building plans.  

!  Develop a trail maintenance plan with appropriate guidelines for  
implementation.  

 
Hiking, Biking, Horseback Riding Trails 
!  Trails developed to connect high use areas inside and outside the 

recreational corridor as well as to adjacent recreational and residential 
areas. 

!  Designate and develop multi-use trailheads. 
!  Develop horse water on designated trails. 
!  A stacked loop trail system with easy loops of around 1 mile leading to 

harder loops of 20 miles or more should be developed form the three 
staging areas. Since logging activity may close some or all trails in a stacked 
loop system some loops should be developed nearby as alternatives when 
trails are closed.  

!  A wheelchair accessible loop trail should also be available away from multi 
use loops.  

!  Trails should be routed to highlight scenic, historic, natural points of 
interest.  

!  Connector trails that allow users to travel from one trail system to another, 
and to camping areas should be available.  

!  Improve Sherwood Trail, identify and resolve conflicts with adjacent l and 
owners. 

 
Camping 
!  Camp areas made available outside the Òrecreational corridor.Ó 
!  Group camps made available for use throughout the year. 
!  Expand and modernize existing camps, including horse camps, car 

accessible camps and back packing camp sites. 
 
Target Shooting 
!  Designate and build target-shooting area away from heavily trafficked 

recreation areas.  
!  Provide room for adequate parking. 
!  Ensure that information about is included in all promotional activities for 

the JDSF. 
!  Develop operating rules and guidelines and post them in the parking area 

and range. 
 
Education 
!  School districts throughout the county, the region and the state will be 

informed about educational opportunities and programs in the JDSF.  
!  Existing informational kiosks will be updated and mainta ined on an annual 

basis. 
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! Additional kiosks and/or bulletin boards should be implemented to provide 
information about the history of the forest and both educational and 
recreational opportunities and activities. 

! JDSF should reach out to develop strong cooperation between schools and 
forest personnel to develop outdoor education programs in JDSF. 

 
OHV 
At this time the JDSF Recreation Task Force has not yet made a 
recommendation regarding OHV activities in and access to the JDSF. However 
such activities are under consideration and a recommendation will be made. 
 
User Survey & Recreation/Education Plan  
! See attached document for complete list of guidelines for developing the 

survey. 
! See the attached document for proposed survey questions relative to 

bicycling. 
! The same contractor who is hired to conduct the survey should be used to 

develop the recreation/education plan. Therefore the RFP should include 
both the survey & the plan development. 
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Draft Visitor Promotion Plan for the JDSF  
Revised Based on Decisions of the Task Force, March 4, 2010  

 
 
 
Background  
The Jackson Demonstration State Forest (JDSF) is owned by the State of 
California and under the management of the California Department of 
Forestry & Fire Protection. Many who are aware of the forest and use it for 
recreational purposes and enjoy its beauty, live in Mendocino County. 
Mountain bikers, hikers, campers, equestrians and other recreational users 
frequent the forest. No data are available that documents usage by home 
address so we are unable to determine how many users are residents of 
Mendocino County or from areas outside the country.  
 
The beauties of JDSF and the recreational activities available there have not 
been promoted by CALFIRE. Those who have experienced the beauty of JDSF 
learn about it from some of the local recreational user groups, happenstance, 
or through one of the tourist industry businesses in the county such as 
Ricochet Ridge Ranch, local biking, and hiking organizations, professional and 
personal mushroom pickers, etc.  
 
Another phenomenon that has grown over the past several years is the 
increased use of the forest campgrounds for long-term camping, often called 
“residential” rather than “recreational” camping. Some of the folks who camp 
in the forest late into the year come from other areas to stay at the 
campgrounds in the JDSF and it appears word of mouth has been very 
effective within this group. 
 
The office for the JDSF is located in Fort Bragg and, until very recently, has 
maintained standard working hours of 8AM to 12Noon and 1PM to 5PM.  
Those hours have recently been reduced significantly so that the office is open 
to the public regular hours on Monday, from 1PM to 5PM Tuesday through 
Thursday, and closed on Friday. 
 
Desired Outcome  
 
The Task Force agrees that easy access to information about the available 
activities and events in the JDSF is essential to ensuring that the public can 
enjoy the forest’s resources for recreation and education. In order to 
accommodate the general public, information needs to be available online as 
well as in print material. Print materials need to be made available to the 
public in such a way that people can obtain it without having to travel to Fort 
Bragg. 
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Desired Outcome  Problems/Obstacles  Proposed Solutions  
A vibrant, interactive, 
visitor-friendly online 
presence for the JDSF 
dedicated to recreational 
and educational uses of 
the forest. 

Funding, bureaucratic 
structure of CalFire 
Existing website buried 
too deep in the CalFire site 

Modify the CalFire website to include more 
JDSF recreation and education information.  

 Website needs to be 
interactive and up to date 
Fundraising, organizing 

Establish a Friends of the Jackson Forest 
(FJF) organization whose mission is to 
promote and support recreational and 
educational uses of the JDSF with a website 
that includes the following: 
! Hiking, biking and horseback riding 

information including trail descriptions 
and maps 

! Camping information including the types 
of camping available, how to secure a 
campsite and when campsites are open 

! Post the schedule for the forest so that 
visitors know when and where logging is 
underway or is planned to occur, impact 
on recreation during logging periods 

! Post permit and fee information for all 
recreational activities 

! Post permit application forms so that they 
can be completed and mailed in along 
with any fees due. If a driver’s license or 
other information is required to obtain a 
permit, provide such information and 
advise when and where to apply in person. 

! Provide information about wheelchair 
accessible recreational areas 

! Link the site to state park and recreational 
organization websites such as the Sierra 
Club, horseback riding, wildlife, birding, 
and hiking organizations. 
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Desired Outcome  Problems /Obstacles  Proposed Solutions  

Ensure that information 
about available resources, 
recreation, activities, 
events and educational 
opportunities is located in 
areas where the general 
public can readily access 
them. 

Lack of writers, graphic 
designers 
Informat ion needs to be 
updated 

Set aside funds from the JDSF budget for 
2011 to develop and maintain current 
brochures and other print material:  
!  Publish trail maps and information about 

routes, location of trailheads, parking 
areas, etc. 

!  Provide phone numbers and email 
addresses to contact for further 
information  

!  Prepare/revise brochures and materials 
that depict the history of logging in the 
JDSF 

!  Prepare/revise materials describing the 
people(s) who lived in the forest prior to 
the settlers and logging industry  

I nvite recreation writers to experience the 
activities available in the forest to include 
descriptions of trails and other features in 
their articles.  
Secure placement (links, articles, etc.) on 
websites that have a similar agenda such as 
the Redwood Coast Geotourism site 
(www.visitredwoodcoast.com).  

 There are no places in the 
forest to display and store 
print information.  

!  Build and maintain kiosks at Camp 20, 
Camp One, and other areas easily 
accessible by car.  

!  Distribute materials to all Visitor Centers,  
tourist organizations and businesses in 
the county. 

Provide a physical location 
for visitors to the forest to 
learn about what is 
available. 
 

Lack of physical presence 
at JDSF that welcomes 
visitors  
Staffing limitations  

Use the FJF to provide docents and 
volunteers to staff the Visitors Center. Build 
a facility that can accommodate self-service 
usage for periods when staffing isnÕt possible 
by providing ways to access informational 
materials without having to enter the 
building.  

Provide an area for 
demonstrating the use of 
forest materials by Native 
Americans and early 
settlers to visitors  

Maintenance and 
protection of the display  

Establish the demonstration area as part of 
the Visitor Center so hat props and materials 
can be stored when not in use. Supplement 
with durable, attractive interpreter panels to 
display the activities that are demonstrated.  

Interesting programs that 
will attract visitors to 
Mendocino County & the 
JDSF 

Scarcity of informational 
programs and activities to 
attract visitors  

!  Use local resources and volunteers to 
develop and conduct programs. 

!  Incorporate these volunteers into FJF. 
!  Coordinate with other existing groups that 

use JDSF for recreational purposes or 
have an interest in organizing and 
promoting such events 
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Desired Outcome Problems/Obstacles Proposed Solutions 

  ! Promote the recreational and educational 
resources, events and activities by 
advertising them in such publications as 
www.visitmendocinotcounty.com, 
Mendocino Lodging Association and 
recreational publications dedic ated to 
specific activities allowed in JDSF 

  Sample events include: 
! Birding and wildlife viewing hikes  
! Hikes to old growth forest areas 
! Hikes designed to illustrate the history of 

the logging industry  
! Mushroom hikes for the purpose of 

educating participa nts on the types of 
mushrooms that grow in the JDSF and 
how to correctly identify them  

! Mountain bike touring and races Ð build 
upon the touring bike events/races that 
Sonoma County promotes and the Tour de 
Skunk Train event that occurs 
occasionally. 

! Competitive equestrian events 
! Organized trail rides  

Funding and advocates to 
provide resources and 
programs for recreation 
and education at JDSF 

! Limited resources 
available through JDSF 

! Bureaucratic structure 
limits the speed with 
which things can be 
accomplished 

! Insufficient number of 
dedicated trained 
recreational/ 
educational staff at 
JDSF 

Establish a private, non-profit organization, 
e.g., FJF to generate funds and provide 
support for the educational and recreational 
uses of the forest: 
! Generate revenue for promoting the 

recreational and educational uses of the 
forest. 

! Create and manage a volunteer group of 
Òdocents,Ó naturalists, and ÒcaretakersÓ of 
the JDSF 

! Assist the JDSF Recreation Task Force in 
obtaining ongoing input and support from 
the residents of Mendocino County and 
California with an interest in preserving 
the forest and ensuring access to it for 
recreational and educational purposes 
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Desired Outcome Problems/Obstacles Proposed Solutions 

  Facilitate cooperation and coordination with 
other non-profit organizations that might 
have an interest in JDSF such as (the list is 
by no means inclusive):  
! the local chapter(s) of the Sierra Club 
! Mendocino Coast Audubon Society 
! Mendocino Land Trust  
! Mendocino County Promotional Alliance 

(MCPA) 
! Mendocino County Lodging Association 
! CA. State Parks North Coast Redwood 

District  
! Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens 
! Ukiah Valley Trail Group  
! Equestrian non-profit organizations  
! OHV organizations (because OHV is not 

currently a legal activity this will not be 
possible unless OHV is approved for 
JDSF) 
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Draft: Jackson Demonstration State Forest Recreational Task Force 
Trail Plan Recommendations  

 
Staging Areas and Trailheads  
Trail system areas should have easy access for all trail users (users). Most 
users visiting the Jackson Demonstration State Forest (Forest) are living in or 
visiting the coastal or inland areas and access trails from Hwy 1 or Hwy 101. 
Staging areas adequate for around fifteen cars and ten horse trailers should be 
located near County Rd 409/Rd 408, Forest Rd 350/Rd 359, and Rd 800/Rd 
810. These areas are accessible form coastal or inland areas using paved roads. 
Fairy flat terrain in these areas would make construction of large parking 
areas needed for horse trailers possible. Trailer parking and equestrian staging 
areas should be separated from parking and staging areas for other users. 
Trailheads adequate for few cars or a few horse trailers should be located at 
Little Lake Rd near the Cal Fire Station, Forest Rd 700/Rd 720,County Rd 409 
at end of pavement, County Rd 408 at the Forest History trail, Rd 500/Rd 
600, Simpson Ln/Rd 450, Rock Pit Rd/Rd 400, Rd 350/Rd 300, end of Rd 
361, County Rd 409/Forest Rd 500, Rd 500/Rd 450, Rd 200/Rd 202, Rd 200 
at Waterfall Grove Trail, Rd 1000/Rd 1070, Rd 920/Rd 900, and Rd 100/Rd 
110.  
 
Trails  
A stacked loop trail system with easy loops of around 1 mile leading to harder 
loops of 20 miles or more should be developed form the three staging areas. 
Since logging activity may close some or all trails in a stacked loop system 
some loops should be developed nearby as alternatives when trails are closed. 
An ADA accessible loop trail should also be available away from multi use 
loops. Trails should be routed to highlight scenic, historic, natural points of 
interest. Connector trails that allow users to travel from one trail system to 
another, and to camping areas should be available. The Forest should work 
with adjacent landowners to expand trail loops and connectors. Trailside 
camps should be spaced about 10 miles apart to allow for multi day packing 
trips through the Forest. A shelter or hut should be available at camps. A water 
source and toilet should be available at staging areas and camps. Trail side 
horse watering troughs should be developed. Horse watering troughs, hitching 
posts, and manure bins should be located away form other users and water 
sources. New trails should be built to accepted standards for intended use. The 
International Mountain Bicycling Association's "Trail Solutions" is a great 
guide for building cycling trails. 
 
Roads  
Rolling grade dips should be constructed so users may comfortably travel on 
Forest roads. Roads open to motor vehicles should have alterative separate 
parallel trails for users. Users should be able to directly cross State Highway 
20 (Hwy) to continue travel, or have a separate parallel trail to connect to 
roads or trails that intersect the Hwy. Roads open to motor vehicles should 
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have caution signs marking trail crossings. Roads used for recreation that are 
decommissioned should have a usable trail constructed for users.  
 
Signs and Maps  
Trailheads should have clear maps of the trail system. A description of all 
trails in system including length, elevation gain, difficulty, points of interest, 
horse watering spots, and trail educate should also be posted at trailheads.  
Trail junctions should have clear signs that include trail name, length and 
difficulty. A fastest way back to trailhead sign should also be paced at 
junctions. Points of interest should have a short interruptive sign. An 
interruptive guide should also be available at Forest Headquarters or via the 
Internet for those wishing more information on points of interest. Up to date 
maps of trail system areas and entire the Forest should be available at Forest 
Headquarters or via the Internet.  
 
Trail Maintenance  
The Forest should check trails for vegetation and erosion problems every 
spring and fall. Bridges and other structures should be checked yearly and 
repaired or replaced as necessary. A Forest volunteer coordinator should be 
available to assist volunteer groups. An adopt a trail program should be 
developed.  
 
Public Access Through Private Property  
The Forest should support trail right of ways through private property used by 
the public to access the Forest for recreation.  
 
Promotion  
The Forest should help promote recreational uses. (See separate 
recommendations document on promotions by NB.)  
 
Trail Building and Maintenance (Section added by NB) 

! Develop a current inventory of trails, building upon the work 
completed in 2008, with an assessment of their suitability for specific 
types of trail use and recommendations for modification, relocation 
and expansion.  

! Project the level of effort and costs required to implement the 
recommendations for the above plan. 

! Establish guidelines for trail development and maintenance. 
! Develop a one, two and three-year plan for trail building and 

maintenance. Designate the appropriate use of each of the proposed 
trail types, e.g., multiuse, hiking or bicycling only, ADA, etc. 

! Describe the preferred and acceptable methods of building trails by 
type and designated usage. 

! Project the level of effort and costs for the one-, two- and three-year 
trail building plans. 

! Develop a trail maintenance plan with appropriate guidelines for 
implementation.
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JDSF Recreation Task Force - Equestrian Group 
Report 

 

1. Designate and develop multi-use trailheads 
including (but not limited to) Camp 1, Schoolhouse, 
Road 450 (Simpson Lane), Road 500(Caspar), 
County Road 408/409, Road 720 (Woodlands) and 
Road 511 (Mitchell Creek). 

a. Improve parking access to accommodate large rigs at areas including 
(but not limited to) Camp One, Redtail,  Horsecamp, Dunlap Camp, Road 
720, Road 408/409 and Schoolhouse   
b. manure boxes 

       c. toilet facilities 
       d. signage designating small & large loops from trailheads.  
                   Including trail names, miles for each loop, etiquette and elevation gain. 

       e.  Improve the existing Sherwood Trail to a functional status. 
       f.   Establish connections to established trails that enter the forest from 

private property.   
       g.  Establish loop trails with adjacent landowners such as, but not limited 

to Hawthorne Timber, MRC, the Conservation Fund and California State 
Parks. 

Example of Inadequate Parking @ Camp One 1 Example of Manure Boxes 

 
Existing Toilet Facilities @ Cuneo Creek  Example of Signage 
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Desired Outcome Problems/Obstacles Possible Solution(s) 

 

Develop Trailheads Procedures to develop 
designated areas, 

CEQA requirements 

Allow enough time for 
process, follow 

through, complete task 
Horse Trailer Parking  Takes up a lot of space Segregate HTP from 

hiker/biker parking  

 
 

Conflicts with other 
users 

Disperse the parking 
locations 

 Adequate space to turn 
around 

Enlarge trailhead 
parking areas 

 
 

Blockage of gates Signage and adequate 
space to park 

 
 
 
 

Availability of 
sufficient level ground 

for multi -vehicle 
parking  

Examine potential 
trailhead sites & make 

recommendations 
 

Manure Boxes Unknown  Unknown at this ti me 

Toilet facilities at 
camps or trailheads & 

day use areas 

Unknown, permit 
requirements, 
locations, cost 

Identify & solve issues 
that may arise 

Signage at trailheads 
and trail junctions  

Minimal  Replace worn signs, 
place new signs once 

area is identified 
Sherwood Trail 
Improvement  

Conflicts with adjacent 
land owners 

Identify and resolve 
conflicts with owners  

Open connecting trails 
entering JDSF from 

private land  

Conflicts with adjacent 
owners 

Identify and resolve 
conflicts  

Establish additional 
loop tra ils with 

adjacent private land 

Conflicts with adjacent 
land owners 

Identify and resolve 
conflicts  
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2. Develop horse water on designated trails 
 

 
Desired Outcome Problems/Obstacles Possible Solution(s) 

 

Develop horse water on 
designated trails 

Minimal problems Develop water as maint 
project where possible, 
process initiated 2/10 

 
3. Develop network of volunteers to maintain trails. 

a. Adopt a trail for groups or individuals 

 

 
 
 

Desired Outcome Problems/Obstacles Possible Solution(s) 
 

Develop volunteer 
network to maintain 

trails 

Minimal problems Create volunteer list,  
chairperson, complete 
tasks when and where 

possible  
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4. Expand and modernize existing horse camps. 
a. Consult with equestrian group before implementation of changes 

to ensure horse friendly and safe improvements. 
b. Improve parking access to allow larger rigs 
c. manure boxes & water supplies 

        d. toilet facilities 

 

 
 

 
Examples of horse friendly additions 
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5. Designate existing camping and parking areas at 
Camp 1 and Dunlap Camp to allow for horses.  

 
 

Desired Outcome Problems/Obstacles Possible Solution(s) 
 

Additional horse 
camping at Camp 1 and 

Dunlap Camp 

Additional room 
required for trailers, 
amenities for horses 

Identify requirements 
for changes, 

Implement change 

 

6. Update maps of JDSF identifying trail types, trail 
lengths, camping and shooting areas areas. 

 
Legend and map example showing trail types, mileage and camping or day use areas. 

 
Desired Outcome Problems/Obstacles Possible Solution(s) 

 

Update Maps of JDSF 
identifying trail types 
& lengths, special areas 

Staff & Funding, task is 
underway  

Add mapping layers as 
staff & budgets allow 
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7. Promote JDSF as a horseback riding destination. 

 
Publications advertising horseback riding destinations.  

 
Visitors enjoy a forest horseback ride 

Desired Outcome Problems/Obstacles Possible Solution(s) 
 

Promotion of JDSF Cost, budget 
constraints 

Implement once 
budget allows 

necessary expenditure 
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        2nd Draft of Recommendations for a Shooting Range in JDSF 
 
 
  In the past meetings of the Task Force, there has been a consensus 
that a designated shooting range be established. Several months 
ago, a rough draft was submitted for evaluation. As a result of the 
feedback that has been received, along with the recent scouting 
trips done, this second draft has been written. 
  As the amount of visitors to the forest will increase, the goal is to 
have a designated shooting area in the forest that will address the 
issues of safety, noise, and area cleanup for lead removal. Recent 
trips into the forest have shown areas off the roads where shooting 
has taken place. Evidence of very recent shooting was observed on 
both roads 500 and 100. In both cases, targets were set up right on 
the roadway creating a very unsafe environment. 
  Should a site be found it will have to be readily accessible. In this 
case that would mean an all weather road. Any road used will 
probably have to have some improvements done to it. There will 
have to be enough rock put down to keep it open all year long. 
There might be drainage issues that have to be dealt with. At the 
site there should be an area big enough for parking away from the 
range. Also there will be a need to have space for the construction 
of 1 or more outhouses. Any site found will likely to require brush 
removal, maybe the removing of some trees and putting down 
gravel. This could cause CEQA and land use issues that would have 
to be resolved before proceeding. Should a site be found and 
constructed, future maps of JDSF would show a designated 
shooting area (See Boggs Mountain map, attachment 1). 
  Hopefully a site can be found in an area so that the noise problem 
would be minimal or non-existent. The installation of berms would 
help with the noise and would also help with the safety issue (See 
picture of berms at the Ukiah Gun Club, attachment 2). The range 
should be laid out to accommodate lead removal. This could be 
done by having the backstop constructed in a way to make lead 
removal easy. For handgun use a backstop constructed of either 
wood or steel with sand in front will collect most of the projectiles. 
If it can be done, a slight overhang of steel plate will catch ricochets 
and divert them to the sand below (See picture of Ukiah Gun Club 
Handgun Range, attachment 3). The sand could be run through a 
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screen to remove the lead content. If the berms are built 8 to 10 feet 
high on either side, that would muffle the noise and catch any side 
ricochets. The rifle range would be set up different due the types of 
target stands and the distances. After the rifle range is set out then 
the backstops can be set up accordingly.  
 The shooting area should have an overhang constructed for shelter 
from sun or rain. At the back area, benches could be laid out for 
range bags and other gear (See other Ukiah Gun Club picture, 
attachment 4). At this area the range rules would be posted, either 
by signage or a small information kiosk with flyers. 
  On the area for rifles, there should be shooting tables laid out and 
the target layout would be set at 50, 75, and 100 yards. Airguns and 
archery users would also benefit from this area. If the site chosen 
can have a longer distance, it can be measured and set up at that 
time. 
  Shotgun use would be limited to tactical. Because of the terrain, 
the chances of finding an area large enough to accommodate clay 
pigeon use are very slim. 
  For handguns, the lines would be set at 3, 7, and 15 yards with a 
maximum of either 25 or 30 yards for long distance practice. This 
layout would easily accommodate the recreational shooters as well 
as specialty groups such as CCW, IDPA, and law enforcement. 
  The layout of the range could be in an ‘L’ configuration if the site 
found lent itself to that. To accommodate this site, at least 2 to 3 
acres will be needed. 
  There have been a few areas looked at with others marked off for 
further research. Initially since there is an old range off of Road 
260, the thought was to try and go there. However, the bridge is 
now gone due to the fire of a couple of seasons ago. The road has a 
severe slide in it and finding enough space for parking alone would 
present a problem. The potential for turning Road 260 into a trail 
that would go into gulch 16 and up to Three Chop Ridge would 
benefit a greater number of other user groups more than shooters. 
As of now, the Road 260 site is no longer being considered. It was 
suggested that there might be something along Road 500 or 550. 
The terrain, however, would probably put the site up high where 
noise would be a problem. Another site around there that’s been 
reported is an open area near the Little North Fork of Big River 
where Road 550 meets Road 561. One would probably have to take 
561 to check out this site. Three possible sites that are right off 
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Highway 20 are Roads 70, 212, and 450. Both 70 and 212 dead-end 
and if a site could be found on the ends of either road that would be 
a plus. If a site was found off of 212, it would be better if the 
location was past the turnoff to 210. 210 is used sometime as a trail 
and the Stairway to Heaven trail is over the ridge to the east and 
connects to 210. Both Roads 70 and 212 have been walked briefly 
with more scouting to be done. Road 450 is where the Redwood 
Practical Shooters go and looking at the map showed that there 
might be a potential site further down the road. Road 253 was 
suggested a couple of meetings ago. The gate to 253 is 5.4 miles 
from the Highway 20 turnoff. A brief visit found the road very 
brushy and quite a bit of improvement would have to be made to it 
if a site was found. Other roads in that area are 230, 240, 251, & 
255. While some of these have had some use, the rest are as brushy 
as 253. If any site was found in this general area, there would have 
to be some road improvement to 250. Another series of roads 
looked at were off of Road 100. More time will have to be spent 
looking at these, but, there has been some concern about what the 
traveling time would be to the site. Both of the areas off of either 
Road 100 or 200 are getting somewhat remote. The feeling is that if 
the range is too far out in the forest, the use will be minimal and the 
impromptu shooting that occurs now will continue. 
  As always, any and all suggestions are welcomed. The rest of the 
summer will be checking out the above areas with the hope of 
finding a safe and secure site for any shooting activities in the 
forest. In regards to the pictures of the Ukiah Gun Club, this draft 
does not necessarily recommend that the range at JDSF be the 
same. The pictures were to show examples of what might be 
needed. Also, this club was founded in 1945 and has evolved over 
many years. 
 
 
Submitted on 07/01/2010 by Chris Ruddick & Larry Costa with 
special thanks to Chris Clutton for his input and suggestions. 
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                             Rough Draft of Range Operations Guide 
 

1. General.  Live firing conducted at the JDSF Range is designed to 
provide the public access to an area where they can become proficient 
with firearms. 

 
2. Use.  Rifles smaller than .50 caliber center fire; handguns and shotguns 

of any caliber or gauge. Blackpowder rifles larger than .50 caliber are 
permitted. No tracer or armor-piercing ammunition allowed. Air guns 
and archery shooting permitted. 

 
3. Range Limitations and Safety Requirements.   

Live-fire shooters will: 
a. Fire only authorized guns and ammunition. 
b. Fire at authorized targets only. Bring appropriate targets.  No 

shooting at cans, bottles, or appliances. 
c. Ensure all projectiles impact within the established range safety 

limits. 
d. Ensure that all firing line markings or flags are seen. 
e. Call “Cease firing” and make safe all firearms before a shooter 

moves forward of the firing line (to inspect or change target), or 
during any unsafe condition. 

f. Call “Cease firing” if a firing line becomes staggered (one shooter 
forward of another) anywhere on the range. 

g. Use appropriate ear protection. 
h. Wear appropriate eye protection. 
i. Police all brass, paper, and other debris that accumulate on the 

range.  Dispose of them in any containers, if provided, or take out 
yourself. 

 
4. Authorized and Prohibited Firearms.  No .50 caliber center fire rifles or 

.50 caliber machine guns are allowed. Full automatic firearms are 
authorized. However, the owner or agency must contact JDSF 
Management for approval prior to the live-fire event. Management can 
deny full-automatic fire during shooting for any reason. Private 
individuals must provide the proper federal and state licenses and all 
required paperwork to Management prior to firing full-automatic 
firearms. 

  
5.  Shooters.   

(1.) Shooters will conduct themselves in an orderly manner 
at all times. 

(2.) All shooters are responsible for their firearms and 
ammunition while on the range. 
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(3.) Firearms that are out of the case and not being fired 
must be benched. (Actions open and facing up, 
chambers empty, muzzles pointing downrange, and 
safeties on.) 

(4.) Only load firearms on the firing line. 
(5.) Do not point firearms at anything other than authorized 

targets. 
(6.) Fire only at your own target. 
(7.) Give the command “Cease firing” if an unsafe condition 

exists. 
(8.) Assist in policing the area of brass and any other debris. 
(9.) No pets are allowed on the range. 
(10.)  Shooters will abide at all times the 4 basic safety rules: 
          1- All firearms are always loaded. 

                                     2-Never allow the muzzle to cover something you are 
not to                             
                                        willing to destroy. 
                                     3- Keep your finger off the trigger until your sites are 
on the   
                                          target. 
                                     4- Be certain of your target and beyond. 
 
6. Hours of Operation.  To be determined by management. 

 
      7.   Alcoholic Beverages and Drugs.  Shooters may not consume alcoholic 
beverages  
            or drugs (including prescription and over –the-counter medications) 
before or  
          during live firing.   
 

7. Medical. In the event of a medical emergency, call 911, if possible, and 
notify  
Management immediately.
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Draft: Jackson Demonstration State Recreational Task Force Education  

 Plan Recommendations 

 

 

Online Information 

The current Jackson State Demonstration Forest web site says “ Education 

and Outreach: Engage the public and community about the forest’s research 

and demonstrate activities through education outreach and recreation.” 

 

So, design and implement a website that is visitor friendly and focuses on 

the recreational and educational assets of the forest. This would be included 

on a sidebar. This would be useful to local parents, and tourists who want to 

teach their children about the forest, teachers, and anyone else interested. 

This site could have a map showing educational sites such as demonstration 

trails, sites off of the demonstration trails and historical sites. This web site 

could be used by teachers and Cal Forest personal to publish lesson plans 

that would be useful for class field trips. 

 

Ideally as in the past their would be a Cal Forest education officer. He or she 

would up date the web, have liaisons with schools in the area, and help 

present outdoor education programs. Ideally schools would want this. Hands 

on learning in the forest is a great addition to the science text book. 

The demonstration forest aspect of Jackson forest is already useful to 

universities, why not lower levels of education where students learn their 

love of the forest and interests for later life.  

 

For recreational purposes the three demonstration trails need to be kept up to 

date.  The trails have pamphlet boxes at their beginning. The pamphlets tell 

what each numbered post on the trail is demonstrating in that area. Without 

these pamphlets the trails just remain nice walks.  Pamphlets are hard to 

keep supplied. It would be better to have signs at each place being 

demonstrated.  

 

There is a kiosk at Chamberlain Creek giving much information about the 

forest, and its history. This is showing some sun bleaching and probably 

should be repaired The donkey engine shows a bit of the logging history. 

 

The Little Red School house, a big project, but if some group were to come 

in and help with the restoration it would be an even better stop along 
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Highway 20. Some organization like Mendocino Historical Society or 
Rotary might be coerced to take on the project. 
 
The Training Center behind The Little Red School house offers great 
opportunities for education in the forest. 
 
One obstacle I found when taking school classes on field trips in the forest 
was bathroom facilities. A facility near the Falls Grove would be a great 
help. This area is visited by many people. The out house at four corners has 
been removed. One down in or on the trail to the grove would be a great 
improvement. 
 
As a recreation task force we should recommend:  
1.  A Cal Fire officer whose duties are primarily education and recreation.   
2. The upkeep and improvement of the demonstration trails with signs rather 
than pamphlets.  
3. An updated and improved web site with a side bar for education.   
4. Continual updating the bulletin boards.
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PROPOSED OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE RECREATION USE 
OPPORTUNITIES 

PROPOSAL AND RECOMMENDATIONS * 
 

JACKSON DEMONSTRATION STATE FOREST  
 
 
 
Unanimous Consensus:  The task force requests that the motor cross track 
be eliminated fro m the OHV recommendations. 
 
MOTION:  That TF accepts proposed recommendations for OHV use in JDSF 
with the following conditions: more attention to potential environmental 
impacts be addressed, as well as potential user conflicts, other regulatory 
issues, with the acknowledgement that the proper location sighting of any 
OHV trail system and associated facilities are key to successful OHV use and 
acceptance on JDSF.    M/S/A - Ruddick/Costa 

 
OHV GOALS AND STRATEGIES  

 
Goals 
 

• Enhance and maximize JDSF’s public recreation values through the 
provision of responsibly managed OHV recreation. 

• Manage OHV recreational use to minimize adverse impacts on other 
resources. 

• Minimize conflict with other user groups. 
• Provide for comprehensive education, interpretation, and outreach 

programs. 
• Reduce “outlaw” OHV activity. 
• Bring much needed tourism revenue to the local economy. 

 
Possible Solutions and Strategies 
 

• Develop policies, standards, and guidelines to govern OHV recreation as 
well as 
management activities, facility development and management, trail 
maintenance, and enforcement. 

• Develop volunteer program to aid in management and upkeep of trail 
areas, maintain facilities, and provide education and outreach 
opportunities. 

• Consider cooperative agreements with various organizations, nonprofits, 
user groups and other state agencies such as California State Parks, for 
funding and support services, including formation of OHV recreation 
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management policies, resource management, enforcement, and other 
support programs. 

¥ Develop educational, interpretation, and outreach materials to educate 
the public about the management of JDSF. 
 

 
A detailed list of OHV related desired outcomes, problems and obstacles, and 
possible solutions follows. 
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DESIRED OUTCOME  
 

 

PROBLEMS / OBSTACLES  
 

 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS  
 

 
OHV recreation zones to minimize 
and mitigate conflicting uses and 
provide for OHV recreational 
opportunity.  
 

 
a) Designated OHV zones may 

conflict with other recreational 
uses. 

b)  Staff and funding 
 
 

 
a) Through recreation planning 

process, identify and designate 
recreation activity zones that 
classify types of activities and 
facilities to be provided. 

b) Through recreation planning 
process, consider safety, 
enforcement, and 
environmental concerns 
associated with OHV 
recreation. 

c) Partnership opportunities with 
other state agencies including 
California State Parks, 
volunteer groups, nonprofits, et 
cetera. 

 
Designated system of OHV trails to 
better manage OHV recreation; 
improve and/or rebuild/restore trails 
to minimize adverse resource 
impacts. 

 
a)  Desired trails may conflict with 

other recreational uses. 
b)   Non designated trails may 

conflict with other recreational 
uses. 

c)  Staff and funding 
d)   Technical expertise 

 

a) Conduct OHV trails inventory 
and prepare trail plans 
considering the following: 

      - Proximity to staging areas and 
other facilities 

      - Opportunity to incorporate 
education program and 
interpretation panels 

      - Provide interesting trails 
b) Upgrade, construct, and/or 

restore OHV trails as needed. 
c)   Close and remove non 

sustainable trails and those 
inconsistent with the trail plan. 

d) Install fencing and/or other 
natural features as barriers. 

e)  Reduce OHV use in sensitive 
areas. 

f) Monitor and evaluate for 
resource impacts, adapt 
management plans . 

g)    Partnership opportunities with 
other state agencies including 
California State Parks, 
volunteer groups, nonprofits, 
and so forth. 

 
Staging areas, developed 
trailheads. Education and 
interpretation kiosks, more camp 
sites, restrooms, and other related 
facilities to improve and enhance 
the visitor experience. 

a) Possible blocked roadways 
and/or gates. 

b) Excessive noise. 
c) Funding.  
d) Adequate parking and 

turnaround space for vehicles 
and trailers. 

e) Maintenance. 

a)   Develop staging areas that 
include parking, trail and visitor 
information, restrooms 

b)   Provide trash and recycling 
cans 

c)   Impose day use and overnight 
camping site fee to help cover 
cost of maintaining facilities. 
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f) Conflict with day use area vs. 
overnight camping area. 

d)   Locate OHV staging areas 
away from sensitive non OHV 
use areas. 

e)   Site the facility using natural 
terrain as a sound barrier.  

f)   Develop volunteer organization 
that can help with interpretation 
and education.  

 

 
Provide beginner loops and 
motocross track at or near staging 
area(s). Provide "Rock crawling" 
obstacle course for 4 wheel drive 
vehicles. 

 
a) Excessive noise. 
b) Maintenance. 
c)   Staff and funding. 
d)   Technical expertise. 
 

 
a)   Locate OHV staging areas 

away from sensitive non OHV 
use areas. 

b)   Site the facility using natural 
terrain as a sound barrier.  

c)   Partnership opportunities with 
other state agencies including 
California State Parks, 
volunteer groups, nonprofits, 
and so forth. 

d)   Impose day use and overnight 
camping site fee to help cover 
cost of maintaining facilities. 

 

 
Establish an education, 
interpretation, and outreach 
program to inform and educate OHV 
users as well as other recreational 
user groups about recreation rules, 
opportunities, and general and 
historical orientation of the JDSF. 

 
a)   Entrenched values. 
b)   Staff and funding. 
c)   Technical expertise. 

a) Create a recreation “friends of” 
group to help foster 
cooperation and outreach. 

b) Develop and place 
interpretative panels. 

c) Develop and install 
informational kiosks. 

d) Work with JDSF to highlight 
history and current mission of 
the forest.  

e) Place yield signs to improve 
public awareness of trails that 
specify recreational use on 
trails. 

f) Create maps with OHV trail 
designation. 

g) Impose day use and overnight 
camping site fee to help cover 
cost of maintaining facilities. 

h) Partnership opportunities with 
other state agencies including 
California State Parks, 
volunteer groups, nonprofits, et 
cetera. 

 
* The Task Force accepted the proposal and recommendations for OHV use in JDSF with the following conditions: 1) 
more attention to environmental issues is provided, 2) potential user conflicts are addressed, 3) other legal and 
regulatory issues are addressed, 4) with the understanding that the location of an OHV trail system and associated 
facilities is key to a successful plan for OHV use on JDSF; 5) motocross track is not appropriate in JDSF; and 6) OHV 

use must be responsible, sustainable and designed to eliminate or significantly reduce illegal activities and “rogue” trail 

development in the JDSF.
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User Survey 
 
 
 
Suggested concepts and guidelines for developing and conducting the survey: 
 

! Survey will be available online as well as in print 
! A concerted effort will be made to obtain responses from user groups 

throughout California and the Northwest US 
! Information about the survey will be disseminated to parks, interest 

groups, and tourist centers via email to endeavor to obtain as wide a 
broadcast as possible 

! The survey consultant will talk to members of the Task Force prior to 
developing the survey 

! The Task Force will have an opportunity to review the initial survey 
document and provide feedback to the consultants 

! The consultants will be provided with the recommendations for 
recreation and education that have been developed thus far 

! The survey consultants will be provided with a copy of the 1988 
survey as background 

! The survey will be published in several major newspapers in 
California  

! The survey will be distributed at state and national parks throughout 
California 

! The survey will endeavor to identify preferred recreation uses that 
will help prioritize efforts relative to each user group’s interest area 
(see attached Purposed Bicycling Survey for JDSF as an example). 
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Purposed Bicycling Survey for Jackson 
State Demonstration Forest  

 
Jackson State Demonstration Forest (JDSF) management will use this 
information to plan for the recreational needs of bicyclists. Please check the 
options that most applies to you. 
 

            What type of rider are you?         
¥ Road 
¥ Cross Country                                          
¥ All Mountain 
¥ Down Hill 
¥ Other (Please explain) 

 
How far do you like to ride in a day? 

¥ 1-5 miles 
¥ 5-15 miles 
¥ 15-30 miles 
¥ 30-50 miles 
¥ Other (Please specify) 

 
Surface you prefer to ride on? 

¥ Paved 
¥ Dirt road 
¥ Wide trail (4-6 feet) 
¥ Narrow trail (10-20 inches) 
¥ Other (Please explain) 

 
Preferred riding terrain? 

¥ Flat 
¥ Rolling 
¥ Steep uphill 
¥ Steep downhill 
¥ Logs, roots, and rocks 
¥ Other (Please explain) 

 
Preferred riding environment?  

¥ Open 
¥ Scattered tree cover 
¥ Heavy tree cover 
¥ Other (Please explain) 
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How do you like to get to your preferred ride? 
• Ride 
• Drive  
• Ride to overnight lodging  
• Drive to overnight lodging  
• Ride to camping 
• Drive to camping 

 
How far will you ride to get to preferred ride? 

• 1-5 miles 
• 5-15 miles 
• 15-30 miles 
• Other (Please specify) 

 
How far will you drive to get to preferred ride? 

• 1-5 miles 
• 5-30 miles 
• 30-60 miles 
• Other (Please specify) 

 
How do you like trails marked? 

• No signs or markers 
• Markers (blazes) 
• Signs 
• Signs and markers 
• Other (Please explain) 

 
How well do you need trails marked? 

• Signs at trailheads 
• Signs at major trail jun ctions 
• Signs at all possible side trails 
• Other (Please specify) 

 
What do you like at trailheads? 

• Nothing  
• Maps and other trail information  
• Small parking area 
• Large parking area 
• Picnic tables 
• Toilets 
• Water 
• Other (Please explain) 

 
Please add any comments you have regarding recreation in JDSF. 

 


